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Resolution Adopted by the CCAR

ON GAY AND LESBIAN MARRIAGE

Adopted by the 107th Annual Convention of the
Central Conference of American Rabbis
March, 1996

Background:

Consistent with our Jewish commitment to the fundamental principle that we are all created in the divine image, the
Reform Movement has "been in the vanguard of the support for the full recognition of equality for lesbians and gays in
society." In 1977, the CCAR adopted a resolution encouraging legislation which decriminalizes homosexual acts between
consenting adults, and prohibits discrimination against them as persons, followed by its adoption in 1990 of a substantial
position paper on homosexuality and the rabbinate. Then, in 1993, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations
observed that "committed lesbian and gay couples are denied the benefits routinely accorded to married heterosexual
couples." The UAHC resolved that full equality under the law for lesbian and gay people requires legal recognition of
lesbian and gay relationships.

In light of this background,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Central Conference of American Rabbis support the right of gay and lesbian couples to share
fully and equally in the rights of civil marriage, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCAR oppose governmental efforts to ban gay and lesbian marriage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this is a matter of civil law, and is separate from the question of rabbinic officiation at
such marriages.
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